Localized scleroderma (morphea) and antibody to Borrelia burgdorferi.
Enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA) and immunofluorescence assay (IFA) were performed in 25 and 32 cases of morphea, respectively. The more sensitive and specific ELISA was positive in only 1 of 25 cases and the mean value was lower in cases of morphea than in controls. IFA showed minimally reactive titers in 6 (19%) of 32 cases. There were an additional six cases with borderline titers. These data indicate that there is no specific association between Borrelia burgdorferi infection and morphea but that patients with morphea tend to have circulating antibodies that are cross-reactive.